
   

  

REFLECTIONS 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
525 Minutemen Causeway, Cocoa Beach, FL  32931 

(321) 783-0852   

                         Email: office@goresurrection.com  

Website:  www.goresurrection.com ● Follow us on Facebook  

December 2022  
OUR MISSION – To welcome and lead all to Christ 

Worship Schedule 
       Saturday   5:00 p.m.   Café Service  

 Sunday     9:30 a.m.    Worship 
   Christmas Eve Services are at 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm                 
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LCR Council Members 

Debbie Rescott, President  

Sue Hall, Vice President 

Dr. Michael Miller, Secretary 

Beverly Kennedy,  

  Fellowship Committee Chair 

Lee Russell,  
  Property Committee Chair 

Angelika Domschke, 
  Worship-Music Committee Chair 

Guy Demoret, 
  Stewardship Committee Chair 

Stephanie Butera, 
  Social Ministry 

Kathy Lueders,  
  Evangelism Committee Chair 

Sue Hall, 
  Christian Education Committee 
Chair 

Linda Russell, Treasurer 

Michelle Davis, 
  Financial Secretary/Advisor 

Interim Pastor Neal Hively 

Worship Service Update 

Let us celebrate our won-
derful Advent Season to-
gether. 

We’re looking forward to 
celebrating the two 
Christmas Eve services 
filled with holiday music 
and a candlelight wor-
ship service. 

Saturday, December 24th  

5:00 pm  Outdoor Contemporary 
              Candlelight Worship Service 

7:00 pm  Indoor Traditional  
  Candlelight Worship Service 
 

Sunday, December 25th   

We do have not a Worship Service on 
Christmas Day. 

 

  Angelika Domschke, 
              Worship-Music Committee Chair 

Bibles Available 
If you are in need of a Bible, please take one from a pew or the 
narthex bookshelf, or call the church office. 

Prayers of healing and strength for: 

Heidi, Luke, Mrs. Smith, Barbara and Don 
Rathbun, and Olivia Martinez 

Prayers for family in 
mourning: 

For the family and friends of   
Pastor John Lynch 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Resurrection family, 

I’ve been writing December/Advent newsletter articles for well over 40  

years. This year I was determined to do something quite different. 

Inasmuch as most of the world celebrates – or is aware of Christmas in some fashion, if 

only to observe the cultural excess of Santa Claus and gift giving, I thought I’d offer 

some historical perspective to the “real” Saint Nicholas. 

Nicholas (March 15, 270 – December 6, 343) was a pastor and bishop in the fourth cen-

tury (mid 300’s), serving in Myra, Lycia, present day Turkey. His “Feast Day” is cele-

brated annually on December 6. 

Recent professional examination of his remaining bone fragments depict him as of  

“medium stature and build.” Most images depict Nicholas 

as slender with receding hairline in the vestments of a  

Bishop. 

According to tradition, he was born in the ancient Lycian 

seaport city of Patara, and, when young, traveled to Pales-

tine and Egypt. He became bishop of the seaport town of 

Myra soon after returning to Lycia. He was imprisoned and 

likely tortured during the persecution of Christians by the 

Roman emperor Diocletian but was released under the rule 

of Constantine the Great. 

He is reported to have been one of some 300 Bishops who         

attended the first Council of Nicaea (325 C.E.), which au-

thored the Nicene Creed. He was buried in his church at 

Myra, and by the 6th century his shrine there had become 

well known. 

In 1087 Italian sailors or merchants stole his remains from 

Myra and took them to Bari, Italy; this removal greatly  

increased the saint’s popularity in Europe, and Bari be-

came one of the most crowded of all pilgrimage centers. 

Nicholas’s relics remain enshrined in the 11th-century     

basilica of San Nicola at Bari, though fragments have been 

acquired by churches around the world. 

Nicholas’s reputation for generosity and kindness gave rise to legends of miracles he 

performed for the poor and unhappy. In the most renown, he was reputed to have given  

Continued on next page 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Continued from previous page 

marriage dowries of gold to three girls whose poverty would otherwise have forced into 

lives of prostitution, by dropping gold coins into the girl’s hose as they hung to dry by 

the hearth. 

In the Middle Ages, devotion to Nicholas extended to all parts of Europe. He became 

the patron saint of Russia and Greece; of charitable fraternities and guilds; of children, 

sailors, unmarried girls, merchants, and pawnbrokers; and of such cities as Fribourg, in 

Switzerland, and Moscow. Thousands of European churches were dedicated to him - 

one, built by the Roman emperor Justinian I at Constantinople (now Istanbul), as early 

as the 6th century.  

After the Reformation, devotion to Nicholas disappeared in all the Protestant countries 

of  Europe except Holland, where his legend persisted as Sinterklaas (a Dutch variant of 

the name St. Nicholas). Dutch colonists took this tradition with them to New Amster-

dam (now New York City) in the American colonies in the 17th century. Sinterklaas was 

adopted by the country’s English-speaking majority under the name Santa Claus, and his    

legend of a kindly old man was united with old Nordic folktales of a magician who pun-

ished naughty children and rewarded good children with presents. The resulting image 

of Santa Claus in the United States crystallized in the 19th century, and he has ever since 

remained the patron of the gift-giving festival of Christmas. 

Under various guises, St. Nicholas was transformed into a similar benevolent gift-giving     

figure in the Netherlands, Belgium, and other northern European countries. In the United 

Kingdom, Santa Claus is known as Father Christmas.  

My habit has been to characterize Nicholas has a faithful follower of Christ Jesus, a pas-

tor and Bishop, who faithfully sought to address the ills of his time. Thus, The Mass of 

Christ “Christmas” – is most fully about the coming and gift of Jesus. 

The cultural Santa Claus popularized today comes from an 1823 poem by Clement 

Clarke Moore, originally titled “A Visit from St. Nicholas.” Moore was the son of an 

Episcopal Bishop, and was himself a highly regarded Professor at General Theological 

Seminary, New York City. He wrote the whimsical poem for his children, fashioning 

Saint Nicholas into the character of a “jolly old elf.” He denied authorship of the poem 

for some 15 years due to his position at the seminary and the standing of his Bishop fa-

ther. In 1837 he claimed authorship of the poem. 

Now you know. Jesus remains the reason for the season and celebration of Christmas. 

      Rev. Dr. Neal O. Hively 
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LRC Wish List 
It is requested that these donations be made in addition to your 

regular giving 
 

 
$20 each - 13 Executive office chair covers  

$100 each – 4 “A-frame” sidewalk signs 

$300 – Sanctuary Christmas Tree 

$500 – To underwrite special music tentatively planned for Christmas Eve 

$3,200 – John Deere s-100 Lawn Tractor/Mower to replace aging mower 

$2,100 - (already sponsored) to underwrite weekly continuity for the church’s online 

worship in 2023 

$9,000—for Hurricane Nicole roof repair 

Please reach out to the church office to see if an item remains 
“unsponsored”  321-783-0852 
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Poinsettia Plants 
for the 

Christmas Eve Services 
 
 Given by:       

      

 

 In memory of:              

              

 
 In honor of:              

              

 

Plants are florist quality in six-inch pots.  Price is $10.00. 
 

(Orders must be received in the church office by December 21
st

) 

Saturday, December 24
th 

Additional information will be shared  
during December services, 

and included in future emails. 
 

5:00 pm Outdoor Contemporary Candlelight Service 
Bring a chair as we sit under the oaks on the east side of the Sanctuary amid the 
twinkling lights, candles and poinsettias. Musicians will sing and play the songs 
of the season. Silent Night will be sung with handheld candles at the end of the 
service. Dress appropriately as it could be a little chilly. In case of inclement 
weather the service will be moved inside. 

7:00 pm Indoor Traditional Candlelight Service 
The 7:00 pm service is held inside the Sanctuary. A beautiful, real Christmas tree 
placed in front of the pews on the right, along with poinsettias at the rail, are a 
longtime LCR tradition. The Choir will be singing. There will be organ, piano 
and brass. Silent Night will be sung with handheld candles at the end of the ser-
vice.  
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You Are Cordially Invited To Enjoy The  

Saturday, December 10
th

, 2022 

                      ~7:30-9:30 pm 

                                    from the dock at 
 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call (321) 783-0852 for more information 

Lutheran Church 
of the Resurrection 
525 Minutemen Causeway 

All are welcome 
to view the parade 

from our dock 

Golf carts welcome! 
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   Turkey Trot 5K Food 

     Pantry and Parking 

      Donations to LCR 

      For the Turkey Trot 5K in 

    Cocoa Beach, which occurs 

   on Thanksgiving morning, 

participants were asked to 

bring food or toiletries to the 

race packet pick up location. 

This has been done since 2011, 

and all donations are given to 

LCR’s Food Pantry. The photo 

at left shows all the food that 

was donated this year. There 

were over 2900 entries in this 

year’s race, the highest ever. 

   Turkey Trot 5K organizers 

also made a cash donation to 

LCR in appreciation for use  

of the grounds for race park-

ing. Both sides of LCR’s cam-

pus, as well as the area behind 

Fellowship Hall, were packed 

with vehicles. It filled up com-

pletely prior to the event. The 

other large parking area used 

was at the Cocoa Beach Com-

munity Church. Proceeds from 

the Cocoa Beach Turkey Trot 

5K support the cross country 

and track teams at Cocoa 

Beach High School (CBHS), 

Kiwanis Foundation scholar-

ships for CBHS seniors, and 

the purchase of track equip-

ment for CBHS. Many thanks 

to the Turkey Trot 5K team  

for stocking our Food Pantry 
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The Aftermath of Tropical Storm Nicole 

Post-Tropical Storm Nicole Cleanup, Repairs and Roof Leaks at LCR 
Many thanks to all those who volunteered their time to come out and clean up the grounds and 
make repairs at LCR on Friday, November 11th, following more than a day of wind and rain from 
Tropical Storm Nicole (which made landfall around 3 am on November 10th just south of Vero 
Beach as a Category 1 hurricane). While there was less yard debris to pick up than with TS Ian in 
September, there were several water leaks found, including roof leaks in the Sanctuary due to the 
loss of shingles in several locations on both the east and west sides of the church. To volunteer for 
future LCR cleanups, email Property Chair Lee Russell at russ659@aol.com. 
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Open Invitation to Join Our Prayer Chain   
The Prayer Chain is an excellent way for you to serve 
those in need, by praying for them. The duty of a Prayer 
Chain member is simply to converse with God on behalf 
of the person the prayer is requested for and pass on the request 
to the next person on your Prayer Chain List. If interested, please call             
Marge Hinds at (321) 454-4170. 

Mowers and Gardeners Needed 
The Saturday morning work crew keeps our   
property safe and beautiful. The time of service 
runs from 8:00 to 10:00 am. If you would like to 
help, just show up at the maintenance shed on the 
west side of our property. Lee Russell is Property  
Committee Chair.  

Social Ministry Needs 
The pantry is low on hygiene supplies, deodorant, razors, 
shampoo, toothbrush, soap, etc. We can also use hotel sizes 
for our hygiene bags. Keep an eye out for the BOGOs when 
you’re out shopping.  

Stephanie, Social Ministry Committee Chair 

Visitation Team/Communion Ministers Are in Place 

     Visitation Teams are blessing our homebound families each 
week and giving communion to those that want to receive the 
body and blood of Christ.  

     If you are homebound and would like to    
receive Communion and/or a visit from your 
church family, or if you would like to join 

this ministry please email “office@goresurrection.com” or call the 
church office at (321) 783-0852. 

Gift Collection for Cape View Elementary School Family 
We will be collecting funding on Sunday, December 4th and     
December 11th, for gifts for a family whose children attend  
Cape View Elementary in Cape Canaveral. Please help us   
bring joy to this family in need. 

Kathy, Evangelism Committee Chair 
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SOCIAL MINISTRIES AT LCR 
 

FOOD PANTRY: The featured items for the Food Pantry are listed  
below. Please put them in the shopping cart outside the food pantry in 
the morning before or during office hours. (Monday through Friday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm), or bring them to the church on Sunday. 

December 4
th

         Canned Chicken & Canned Fruit  

December 11
th

       Spaghetti and Pasta  

December18
th

        Canned Vegetables 
 

PANTRY HOURS:   

1
st 

 Saturday of every month:  Pantry will be closed. 

2
nd

 Saturday of every month: Drive-thru Pantry and walk-up 

                              Pantry will be open. 

3
rd

 Saturday of every month: Walk-up Pantry only will be opened. 

5
th

 Saturday of every month: Drive-thru Pantry and walk-up  

Pantry will be open. Hours will still be 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

BIKE MINISTRY: The Bike Ministry is 
open the 2

nd
 and 3

rd
  Saturday of every 

month from 10:00 am to noon.  

If you need a bike, please call the church 
office at (321) 783-0852 Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm to reserve 
one (or leave a message).  

BURGER BASH:  
Saturday, December 17

th
 ●  9:30 am - 11:30 am 

Join our Youth Group as we meet under the trees by 
the Memorial Garden to serve hamburgers with all the 
fixings to our friends in need.  

We are giving Christmas packages to the homeless - socks, t-shirts, 
ponchos, grocery gift cards and bus tickets. 

DONATIONS WELCOME! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+bike&view=detailv2&&id=32C56FBB22D45C28B17C285BF3779B2388A7A472&selectedIndex=0&ccid=Su%2f8Ltug&simid=607998887145047785&thid=OIP.M4aeffc2edba0e2a0af95d2673e5ba41fo0
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Living Green Field Trip 18                            Email DianeStees@gmail.com if you want to car pool. 

South Beaches and Lunch at Captain Hiram’s Restaurant  

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Saturday, December 3rd, 2022                                    Great day trip! Bring friends and family. 

Time: 8:45 am at LCR to convoy/carpool (or meet at the Barrier Island Center at 9:30 am) 

Bring: Money for museum and lunch, comfortable walking shoes 

9:30 am     Barrier Island Center in Melbourne Beach   NO CHARGE                        
 County-owned oceanfront nature center (part of Brevard’s Environmentally Endangered Lands  
                    Program) with sea turtle/lagoon interactive exhibits, gift shop, deck and boardwalk. 

10:30 am       McLarty Treasure Museum                           $2 PER PERSON 
 Situated on a survivors' camp of a wrecked 1715 Spanish treasure fleet destroyed by a hurricane,  
 the museum features artifacts, displays, and an oceanfront pirate ship observation deck. 

11:45 am  Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge   NO CHARGE 
 The original refuge (mangrove islands and bird rookery) in the Indian River Lagoon is our  
 nation’s first National Wildlife Refuge established in 1903. View an array of birds from the  
 refuge's covered pavilion. Easy, scenic walk on paved walkways and a boardwalk. 

1:15 pm Captain Hiram’s Restaurant for Lunch   ON YOUR OWN 
 Casual, riverfront dining with dockage for boats. Feels like the Florida Keys. Excellent seafood. 

Mid afternoon – Head back to LCR or home   

Environmentally Endangered Land and Water 

Areas Bond Referendum Passes 

A 20-year bond referendum extending Brevard County’s 

Environmentally Endangered Lands Program 

was passed by the voters in the 11/8/22 General Election 

YES - For the Bonds     70.43%     175,740 Votes 
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15,000 Redfish Released Into  

Banana River at Ramp Road 

Park in Cocoa Beach 

Coastal Conservation Association 

(CCA) Florida completed the first  

ever East Coast redfish release into 

the Banana River by the south    

Thousand Islands on Friday, 11/4. 

Approximately 15,000 juvenile red-

fish were released as part of a habi-

tat restoration effort to replenish the 

state’s dwindling redfish population. 

The 4– to 6-inch drum, larger than 

most that are released in southern 

states, have a better shot at surviving 

predation and growing to maturity. 

Local anglers caught redfish in the 

Indian River Lagoon that were then 

bred for this effort. The 15,000      

juveniles were raised at Duke       

Energy’s Crystal River Mariculture 

Center in Citrus County. To date, 

CCA Florida and Duke Energy have released more than 150,000 redfish and spotted sea trout across the 

state, as well as 5 million fish and crustaceans in the Gulf of Mexico. The facility has also grown 8 mil-

lion native plants for various lake and spring restoration projects. Several more redfish releases are 

planned south of Brevard along Florida’s East Coast. The south Thousand Islands across from Ramp 

Road Park have been preserved and are managed by Brevard County’s Environmentally Endangered 

Lands Program. 

Bird Haven: Maritime Hammock Preserve in Cocoa Beach 

The 5.4-acre Maritime Hammock Preserve was purchased by the city of 

Cocoa Beach for conservation and stormwater management in 2003 in 

partnership with the State’s Florida Communities Trust program. A 1-acre 

stormwater pond provides storm runoff treatment for 128 acres of com-

mercial and multi-residential areas. Ongoing conservation efforts include 

installation of Florida native plants and eradication of invasive non-native 

plant species. This hidden gem is a well known hotspot for birders—169 

species of birds have been reported there on ebird.org! There’s plenty of 

parking and an entrance to the site located behind Dennys at 1245 North 

Atlantic Avenue in Cocoa Beach. Check out the trails, pavilion and picnic 

areas. It’s a lovely place to relax and observe nature. 
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12/1 Chickie Arendas 
12/2 Bill Bond 
 Marge Green 
12/3 Nancy Salvaggio 
12/4 Libby Vanzino 
12/5 Gail Bell 
12/9 Jill Copeland 
12/12 Hannah Prince 
12/13 Marci Smith 
12/14 Mary Bond 
 Kristin O’Connor 
12/15 Don Nelson 
12/17 Fred Stotz 
12/18 Kevin Pollard 
 Carol Ann Zigan 
12/19 Karen Correa 
12/20 Dorothy Lueders 
12/21 Norma Gaines 
12/22 Cynthia Campbell 
12/27 Rebekah Murrell 
 Thomas Wilson 
12/29  Greg Galzerano 
12/30 Heather Prince 
 Barbara Sappie 
12/31 Pat Issel 
 Heidi Sommer 
 Bonnie Trieglaff 
 

 

12/16 Dan & Pat Leinen 

12/23 Kevin & Cheryl 

 Kemppanion 

12/26 Jere & Claire Brew  

 Dave & Kathy Martz 

12/27 John & Linda Baska  

12/28 Jim & Elaine Stark 

12/30 Robert & Linda Bird 
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Saturday 12/3 8:00-10:00 am Lawn Crew 

  8:45 am Living Green Field Trip - South Beach Loop 

  5:00 pm  Café Worship Service 

Sunday 12/4 9:30 am Worship Service  

  9:30 am Children’s Church 

  10:30 am Farewell Luncheon for Pastor Marge 

 12/6 6:00 pm  Worship Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 12/7 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Friday 12/9 5:00 pm-6:00 pm Devotional Classics - Ministry Center 

Saturday 12/10 8:00-10:00 am Lawn Crew 

  10:00 am-12:00 pm Drive-Thru & Walk-up Pantry  

  10:00 am-12:00 pm Bike Ministry  

  5:00 pm  Café Worship Service 

  7:30 pm Cocoa Beach Christmas Boat Parade LCR Dock 

Sunday 12/11 9:30 am Worship Service 

  9:30 am Children’s Church 

  10:30 am Christmas Luncheon  

Thursday 12/13 6:30 pm Council Meeting - Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday 12/14 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Friday 12/16 5:00 pm-6:00 pm Devotional Classics - Ministry Center 

Saturday 12/17 8:00-10:00 am Lawn Crew 

  9:30 am-11:30 am Burger Bash  

  10:00 am-12:00 pm Walk-up Pantry  

  10:00 am-12:00 pm Bike Ministry  

  11:00 am Laundry Service at Cocoa Beach Laundry 

  5:00 pm Café Worship Service 

Sunday 12/18 9:30 am Worship Service  

  10:30 am Fellowship  

  10:30 am Youth Group Meeting 

Wednesday 12/21 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Friday 12/23 5:00 pm-6:00 pm Devotional Classics - Ministry Center 

Saturday 12/24 8:00-10:00 am Lawn Crew 

  10:00-12:00 pm Walk-up Pantry  

  5:00 pm  Contemporary Outside Service 

  7:00 pm  Candlelight Traditional Service 

Sunday 12/25 9:30 am Christmas Day - No Service  

  10:30 am Fellowship 

Wednesday 12/28 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Friday 12/30 5:00 pm-6:00 pm Devotional Classics - Ministry Center 

Saturday 12/31  All Day New Year’s Eve - no Café Service 


